Your Will Can Help Defeat Deafness

Why Help Deafness Research UK?

Deafness causes untold distress and loss of opportunity. In childhood, it
delays the development of language with serious consequences for
education, mental health and the quality of life. In later life, hearing loss
can cut people off from their friends and family, leaving them frustrated,
anxious and alone.

One in seven of the UK population is affected, so you probably know
someone who suffers and you may be shocked to learn that only £1 in
every £400 spent on medical research goes to the research needed to end
the misery of hearing impairment.

Deafness Research UK is the only national charity in the country
dedicated to supporting medical and scientific research in this field. We
have already achieved a great deal - better hearing tests can now detect
deafness in babies only days after birth; cochlear implants are restoring
the hearing of profoundly deaf children and adults, transforming their
lives. But, it is no exaggeration to say that, if we can do more, we could
eventually abolish most, if not all, forms of deafness altogether. It may
take many years to achieve our goal, but recent discoveries suggest that it
may be possible to prevent or reverse hearing loss by medical and genetic
means. Meanwhile, funding is desperately needed to improve established
treatments, develop more effective hearing aids, tackle the problems of
tinnitus, glue ear and much more.

Legacies are a vital source of funds for Deafness Research UK, in some
cases enabling us to fund research projects that otherwise we would not
have the resources to support.

Why Make a Will?

If you die without a valid Will, the law will decide what happens to your
assets - that may include your home and your most treasured possessions.
If you are married or living with someone and die without leaving a Will,
you cannot simply assume your partner will automatically inherit
everything - and, should you die without leaving a Will and have no
spouse or surviving relatives, the State is entitled to take everything.

A Will ensures that your wishes will be carried out and makes things
easier for those you leave behind.

If you have Not Made a Will

Since your Will is a legal document - probably the most important
document you will ever sign - a solicitor is the best person to write your
Will for you. Because the law sometimes interprets everyday language
in unexpected ways, drawing up a Will yourself could prove a costly
mistake. A Will that is unclear can result in legal costs and wrangles car
cause delay, causing further heartache for those left behind. Don’t be
afraid to seek advice and shop around. A simple Will could cost as little
as £35.
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Different Types of Legacies
There are several types of legacy:

Pecuniary or Specific Legacy - This means a specified amount of money or a specific
item. (Rises in inflation affect the value of a pecuniary legacy over time, for example, a
legacy of £1,000 written into a Will in 1980 would now be worth only £380).

Residuary Legacy — The residue of your estate is all that is left of your estate once all
legacies have been paid out and any debts have been settled. After remembering
relatives and friends with any specific gifts, you may want to a leave the entire estate,
or a share of it, to charity.

The following wording will be helpful to your solicitor if you wish to support Deafness
Research UK:

For a Pecuniary or Specific Legacy:

“I bequeath to Deafness Research UK (the Hearing Research Trust) of 330/332
Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8EE, Registered Charity No. 326915, ......... T
(see Note 1) for the general purposes of the charity; and I declare that the receipt of
the Honorary Treasurer for the time being, or other proper Officer of the charity
shall be a good discharge for the same”

Note 1: Insert here ‘the sumof £........... (repeat in words)’ or describe fully the items
(s) or property bequeathed. In the case of property, please include the full address.

For a Residuary Legacy:

“I bequeath to Deafness Research UK (the Hearing Research Trust) of 330/332
Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8EE, Registered Charity No. 326915, all or a
e (see Note 2) share of the residue of my estate; and I declare that the
receipt of the Honorary Treasurer for the time being, or other proper Officer of the
charity shall be a good discharge for the same”

Note 2: Insert here the proportion, percentage or fraction desired.

If you want to Change your Will

It is quite simple to change your Will by adding an amendment or “codicil’. You
should review your Will periodically to ensure that it continues to reflect your wishes.
If your circumstances change, for example if you marry, separate or divorce, you will
need to make changes to your Will.

Remember, you should never write on your Will after it has been signed and witnessed
as this will invalidate it.

Making or changing your Will offers a particular opportunity to help
Deag?ess Research UK rid millions of people of deafness and other hearing
problems.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.
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